




The progress of Information Technology in Malaysia has taken large leaps. 

From its early beginnings of providing data processing solutions, IT in Malaysia 

has grown to become a critical component for organizations to perform their 

tasks efficiently. This has happened because of  the awareness amongst 

Malaysians about the importance of having access to  real time information in 

performing their daily tasks.

Organizations also became aware of the importance of real-time information 

as a success factor and thus, began investing in new technology to realize the 

need. This led to the use of the internet as a means, especially for remote or 

mobile users to access real-time information. Even though effective, the 

internet still had its shortcomings. People could not immediately access 

information as they had to stop to find internet access points in order to 

connect to the World Wide Web. So, it was still not a 100% solution. A 

communications void still existed between organizations and customers.

What was required was a means to allow organizations to effectively 

communicate their ideas, products, philosophy to the market. This led to the 

birth of Newscast.

NewsCast 

Newscast is a graphically-enhanced, database-driven 

public bulletin board system developed by our team 

using open-source technology. Newscast allows you 

to display news with images, notices and 

announcements on a standard monitor or television. 

All content is stored in a database on a single 

centrally-located server allowing for easy and controlled management. 

Newscast content can be displayed on multiple monitors accessible within an 

intranet or  the internet.



Through high-resolution graphics and color, Newscast attracts the attention of 

the masses, thus resulting in high exposure of the content being displayed. 

Company advertisements, promotions, rates and price information as well as 

general information are just some of the content which can be displayed 

effectively on Newscast.

This makes the following locations as highly desirable areas at which Newscast 

can be installed:

 Reception and waiting areas

 Public halls

 Banking halls

 Transport stations



NewsCast Features

Database driven

Newscast utilizes its own database to store content and schedule information. 

Using this, Newscast checks this database every 10 minutes to look for fresh 

information. This allows content to be updated and displayed  automatically 

without the need to stop and restart the system. Content can be updated from 

any PC which is connected to the intranet of Local Area Network on which 

Newscast is installed.

Scheduler-enabled

Content on Newscast can be scheduled to automatically start and stop easily 

with the use of the built-in scheduler feature. This allows for content displays 

to be planned allowing for  minimal yet easy maintenance.



Multiple display devices

Newscast content can be displayed on the following types of devices:

 Televisions: CRT, LCD, DLP, Projection and Plasma

 Projectors: LCD, DLP

 Monitors

Multiple display locations

Newscast was designed to operate on local area networks or intranets. As 

such, multiple display locations can be setup to display content   from  a single 

server.



Multiple content types

Newscast separates content into 5 segments, which are:

1. Headline news

2. Announcements

3. Teletext news

4. Postcard images

The above content is displayed using the  following types of media:

1. Video with audio

2. Still images

3. Teletext information



Technology Requirements

Newscast will require the following technology and hardware to operate:

1. Any of the following display devices:

 Televisions (CRT, LCD, Plasma, DLP) with RCA Video-input or S-Cable 

Video input

 Digital Projectors (LCD, DLP)

 Normal PC monitors

2. Pentium 4 or greater Personal Computer with:

a.  an installed graphics card and  video outputs (RCA or S-Cable)

b. Windows XP and Internet Explorer 4 or above

c. Installed network card

3. Content Server

a. Pentium 4 PC or greated

b. Windows XP or greater

c. MySQL RDBMS  Database

d. Apache Internet Server

e. Installed Network card


